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JOHN YOUNG – THE WILD DETECTIVE 

John Young – The Wild Detective – is a wildlife consultant and cinematographer without peer in Australia. He has spent his life devoted to uncovering the secrets of the natural world and his expertise has been featured in films, documentaries and books.  

John first developed his keen interest in wildlife as a child growing up on a farm in northern New South Wales. This evolved into a desire to understand the breeding biology of birds and he is now one of Australia’s leading authorities on the subject.

He is an acknowledged expert at locating breeding birds in the wild and has found more than 600 species of Australian birds. He discovered the first nests ever found for several species including the lesser sooty owl, the red boobook owl and the green-backed honeyeater. In more recent times, he has worked with the Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service to locate nine nests of the near-extinct eastern bristlebird.

Throughout his career, John has used his superlative cinematographic skills to capture his work on video. In doing so, he has accumulated an enviable collection of never-before-seen images of birds and other wildlife in their natural surroundings. At times, this has involved the construction of bird ‘hides’ high in the forest canopy and several weeks of patient waiting.

John’s work has been featured in numerous documentaries, films, videos, television programs, books and newspapers. Renowned naturalist David Attenborough sought John’s expertise for two of his popular BBC television series, Trials of Life and Life of Birds. John has been involved in Australian and international documentaries such as To Be A Butterfly, Sounds Like Australia, The Charm of Parrots, Birdman of Paradise, Race Against Extinction and Ghosts of the Forest.
He has also produced many of his own films including Birds of Tropical North Queensland, Wings of Silence, Shadows of the Desert, Kingdom of the Jabiru, The Four Seasons of Mary Cairncross and The Search for the Red Goshawk, and four one-hour field guides, Birds of Prey (parts one and two), Kingfishers and Owls of Australia.

John has appeared on Burke’s Backyard, 60 Minutes, The Today Show, Our World, World Around Us, The Great Outdoors and The 7.30 Report and has contributed to numerous books including the CSIRO’s Nocturnal Birds of Australia, Birds of the Night, Threatened and Extinct Birds of Australia and Australia’s Cape York Peninsula.
John now lives in Ingham, north Queensland, where he continues to uncover nature’s secrets in an area that boasts Australia’s richest range of birds and other wildlife.  He consults on an ongoing basis to the EPA, State Parks & Wildlife Services and various commercial organizations on a range of projects including habitat protection, the location and preservation of rare and endangered species and environmentally-responsible property development.
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